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CHANGE OF PUBLIC OPINION. 


EE. SF BASE 
Infatuation of 1792—Pitt’s Tyranny—Night of resistance to Op- 
pression—Instances of Oppression—Deceplion and Impudence— 
Duty of the People. 








Every bondinan in his own hand bears 
The power to shorten his captivity. —SHAKESPEARE. 
Rrason has achieved so much in changing the public opi- 
nion, that no further proof necd be required of the past 
utility of exertious in the vital cause of reform fo prevent 
revolution, than amere survey of the alteration which has 
taken place in the opinions, language, and mauners of Bri- 
tish society since the first epoch of the g/oréous war through 
which we are told the nation has so successfully struggled. 
At that period, by a species of public infatuation, a consi- 
derable majority of the people was induced to believe tie 
unaccountable paradoxes, that to crush liberty abroad was 
the on/y possible means of preserving it ut home; that to 
give Mr. Pitt its money to squander in the most corrupt 
and profligate manner among ceurt sycophants and ministe- 
rial tools, was the only means of preventing its falling into 
the pockets of the French; and that England enjoyed a 
great deal too much freedom; which must be taken 
away by the ministers, lest the French armics should come 
over and destroy it. Supported by this infatuation, Mr. 
Pitt took his measurcs for the completion of that system of 
governing by corruption, which Walpole had ushered into 
the cabinet of the House of Brunswick ; and Mr. Pitt nurs- 
ed the infernal design to its full growth, and presented to 
George the Third as a being perfect in the cause of despo- 
lism, and of full age to master the energies even of the Bri- 
tish nation, although it had successfully resisted the violence 
of Charles, and the machinations of the blundering James. 
Dlindiold and fettered hands and feet in prejudice, the ma- 
jority of the British people stood silent by, nay approving, 
While the few guardians of their own rights and the rights of 
their country were immolated one by one at the shrine of 
thal insatiate minister, who spared nothing to aé¢complish his 
dark and deep designs against the happiness and freedom of 
the world. Willit be now believed that the folowing pa- 
Fagraph was deemed an offence so great duritg the tytanny 
of Mr. Pitt, as tu call down persecution, and bring with it 
RUIN upon the head of the unwary publisher? In 1792 was 
not to be writteu without prompt punishment, sentiments 








which are now re-echoed from the north to the south, and 
from the east to the west of our empire, without the worthy 
successors of the apostate daring even to contradict, or call 
in guestion, much less to think of persecuting, armed ag 
they are with a despotism instead of the British constitution ; 
sentiments which af the bar of the honourable house ; have 
been urged to the teeth of the honourable members ; and 
sentiments consecrated by the strictest adherence to truth, 
and demauded by the outrages offered to reason, by men 
who can imagine the scéence of governing to consist only in 
the dash, the gibbet, and the szord., Lut we must copy the 
dreadful sentence for our readers: 

** While itis acknowledged by all parties, that the pre. 
‘¢ sent House of Commons is not composed of the real repre. 
*¢ sentatives of the peuple, docs it not follow that the sub. 
*< jects of this state descrve the admiration, rather than the 
*C abuse of ministers for submitting peaccably to laws, 
‘¢ which in the sfréct sense of the word, cannot be called 
* devtiimate, if not enacted by their own consent !!)” 

Having finished the period, the reade:s will naturally 
enough ask for the offence 2? Andif he benot capable of 
appreciating how dreadfully a rogue of a minister is morti- 
fied at the exposure and publication of any part of the vil. 
lainous system which upholds him, it will be impossible 
to make him acquainted with the ‘S head and front”? of the 
poor author's aggravated turpitude. This unfortunate pub. 
lisher owed his ruin to having hinted at aremedy which 
will one day be sanctified by the unanimous adoption of the 
inhabitants of the empire. He stated that the proceedings 
of an assembly not lawfully what it pretende to Ge, cannot 
bear the stamp of legality and justice, which is essential to 
the preservation of the interests of the nation. If a majo. 
rity of the House of Commons be in reality retained by 
one hundred ond thirty individuals, and most of them 
members of the Upper House, there is no House of Com. 
mons existing. ‘The form only ® kept up, to deceive and 
plunder the nation the more speciously, and with the greater 
facility. ‘The House of Commons, in such a case, and it has 
been offered in proof at the bar of that house, would in 
reality BELONG to the hundred and fifty persons who 
controled the votes of the majority, and the nation not 
having agreed to what was voted by the representatives of 
the peers and others who send them there, would not be 
bound to abide by any of the decisions of such an assembly, 
so constituted, any mere than the real representatives of 
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the interests of the Commons were bound to abide by the | 


tyrannical imposition of a Charlies or a James, who were 
sufflercd for a time to disgrace the usurpation of what were 
the rights of the nation. 

Resistance to usurpation should be the birth-song and 
the dying-creed of every freeman, And if any number 
of peers or others had usurped the right of the people in 
that house, even if they nominated good aud honest men, 
it would be the duty of the people to come forward and de- 


Clare that their rights should not remain in the hands of 


any nian or set of men;—that they were neither change. 
lings or ideots, but the true and worthy heirs of their fa. 
thers :—that they were not ina condition in which it was 
necessary to sue outa statute of lungcy against them .—but 
that they could and would defend their inheritance ; and 
not meanly barter for the gold, or paper, of a political 
scoundrel, the liberties which their forefathers had forced 
from the grasp of so many tyrants, and would not surreuder 
tothe frown or menace of any one. Is it not more than 
monstrous, that the law should interdict the interference 
of a peer in the election of a member of parliament, while 
the perversion of that law sulfers him to send his groom, 
or his valet, as the legal representative of the people!!! 
‘Oh, shame! where is thy blush! Certainly not in the 
countcnance of my lord, or his valet, or his groom,who may 
have been deemed from his practice among brutes, compe- 
tent to ride upon the back of Join Bull, for the benefit of 
his master :—but the blush is evident upon every honest 
ceuntenance which is ashamed of having been so long the 
sport of the most worthless among men, 

From the time since the commencement of the systematic 
attack upon our Jiberties through the medium of the House 
of Commons, to the present hour, the design has been in- 
variably carricd on by all parties, and sanctioned by all 
ministers. ‘To impose upon the nation directly was a dan. 
serous experiment. Tt had becn tried by most of our royal 
tyrants before the time of Elizabeth: and although it 
some times appeared to succeed, it invariably produced a 
Severe chastisement upon ite authors. Mauy a thick head 
encircled with adiadem has regretted the rashness of in- 
vading the rights and property of our fathers :—and if one 
now and then succeeded, it was more in compliment to 
some @magined good quality about him, than any rever- 
ence for his divine right, or any regard to his title. The 
danger and difliculty of such attempts scared the ministers 
and the monarch as they began, although much slower than 
those whom they called their subjects, to shake off the rust 
of the barbarous ages: and adeeper laid scheme of brib- 
ing the dogs was invented to pave the way for the fleecing 
or devouring of the flock. It may be questioned whether the 
calling of parliaments, except in one memorable instance in 
the reign of the Stuarts,* has served or injured the nation 
most. If the people had been left to guard their own 
rights, they would not have betrayed their trusts so infa- 
mously as several assemblages called Houses of Commons 
have very recently done, ‘They would not have sold them- 
selves to the minister, or surrendered themselves into the 





* Wedo not know whether it may be prudent to remark, that at 
present we are vider the reign of a worthy imitator of the Steart fa- 


wily; and he also bears their name, viz. Sir Robert Stewart, called by 7 


courtesy of England, Lord Castlereagh. Query—was it necessary to 
disguise (be name tv advance the principles of the family more securely, 





hands of the /rading pecrg, who hoid honestly bartering in 
commercial transactions to be degradation ; but who feel no 
degradation themselves in bartering away the national in. 
terests, and sacrificing the good of their country upon the 
shrine of their prostituted politics, and mercenary and 
slavish sentiments of government. Lt is perhaps not possi. 
ble to state exactly when the villainous idea of bribing the 
Hlouse of Commons to betray the rights of the people be. 
gan to be entertained, Ut has however the sanction of a 
century ortwo, if the grey hairs of the infamous scheme 
can recommend it to any of the hoary adulterers of the 
Church and State. As early as the time of Elizabeth, it 
seems to have been very prevalent, if we may judge of the 
little ceremony with which her minister Burleigh made 
the request of having xhom he pleased named for the very 
respectable borough of Gatton. ‘This borough, by the 
following letter, it would seem has had the honor of conse. 
crating its members to infamy, as knaves or fools, ever 
since the reign of that termagant virgin. 

“To my very loving friend, Mr. Waltcr Covert, Esq. 
‘¢ sheriff of Surry,—after my past commendations, whereas 
‘¢ there are to be returned byyou against the next parliament, 
‘¢ two burgesses for Gatton in the county of Surrey, which 
‘6 heretofore have been nominated by Mr. Copely, for 
“6 that there are no burgesses inthe borough there to nome, 
‘¢ nate them; forasmuch as by the death of the said Mr, 
‘© Copely and minority of his son, the same, with his lands, 
‘¢ are within the survey and rule of the Court of wards, 
‘ whereof 1 am her Majesty’s chief officer, you shall 
‘¢ therefore forbear to make return of any for the said 
“ town, without direction first had from me therein ;--. 
‘© whereof I pray you noéto fail. Fromthe Court at St. 
‘© James’s: this 13th of November, 1584. Your very 
*¢ loving friend, W. Burleigh.’’ 

It would be a matter of some curiosily to oblige an English. 
man to read over this letter from the prime minister of an 
English Mouarch, to some intelligent Frenchman, after Mr. 
Bull had been boasting in his usual style of the liberty of 
his country, and the House of Commons which is to protect 
that diberty, and hold the purse-strings of the nation. 
The right of sending members, given fo the burgesses 
originally, does not die with the burgesses. Oh! no, it ts 
attached to the land; the land owner becomes the proprie- 
tor of two members of parliament, and might send a 
couple of bis asses there, according to the reasoning of the 
minister; orany two fools or rogucs that might fallin his 
way. ‘The éoo members of parliament descend to the 
minor, with the sheep and bullocks of his father; and the 
prime minister, who is also chief of the Court of wards, 
inherits the right of nominating two members of parlia- 
ment, by virtue of his office, for his ward, who holds 
them as appurtenances of his father’s estate. And as if this 
was not infernally ridiculous enough to make devils “* grin 
horribly a ghastly smile,’? and make poor Johnny Bull toss 
his horns with vexation, because the members of the ho- 
nourable house belong to the land, and to the manor, and fo 
the minister, the sheriff is directed not fo return any at all, 
until the minister kuows were to find the men HE WAN 5 
to represent the people in the honourable House of Com. 
mons!!! If St. Patrick in one of his merriest moods had 
sat himself down to invent a system of representation, he 
could not have been half so ridiculous in his plans as_those 
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who formed the representation of the people of England. 
It . as not from folly or incapacity however that (Acy 
erred—il was from desi en—villainous design: and the good. 
natured disposition of the country permit ted it to be estab. 


lished without sceing to what pernicious consequences its | 


abuses might fead. 

liaviug taken his time to consider, and obtained two 
men whom he recommended, the minister had another re. 
quest to make to the worthy Sheri i Qne of the tools re- 
turned by the order of Burleigh, had the good fortune to 
be returned for another place; and B urleigh writes agin 
to the Sheriff as fullows :— 


“ To my very loving friend, Walter Covert, Esq. Sheriff 


of Surrey: 

‘6 After our past commendations, Whereas by the tn. 
denture returned for the Borough of Gatton, in the 
County of Surrey, Mr. Francis Baron and Mr. Thomas 
Busshop ip are nominated burgesses 3 forasmuchas Mr. 
‘6 Francis Baron is returned also foranother borough, and 
“© so certified and sworn, you shall —— in his room 
Sand place, Vidward Browne, Esq. and certify him with 
Mr. Busshop; » And sofare you well. From the Court, 
“ this 21th of Nov. 1584. Your very loving. friend, W. 
“ Burleigh.” 


It ishardly pessible to avoid laughing outright, to read 
such documents, and reflect upoa what some wise [inglish- 
men are in the constant habit of asserting. Human gravity 
sinks under such attacks upon the risible faculties :—and 
when in addition to the cemposition of the house, we re. 
collect that Englishmen. are obliged to petition such a 
house :— 


To langh were want of goodness and grace :— 


But to be grave exceeds all power of face. 
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The ministers of the present day scorn to be behind hand 
with their earlier prototypes in the honorable task of era- 
dicating Kaglish freedom; but at present it is not merely 
aminister that returns at his pleasure a member or two of 
parliament. Itis become a regulartrade; and the minister 
goes into the market to buy up what he wants for the cur. 
rent session. Ile can find votes as readily as his cook can 
obtain a turkey, and ten to one he knows its price just as 
well, But this is not all the evil. Every under-strapper 
among his dependents thinks it necessary to do all he can 
to assist the cause of ** good government and social order,” 
and to put an end to all interference of the people in the 
election of their represental ives. Every trick, whether 
profane, or religious, is sanctified in this degilimate cause. 
Mr. Joseph Butterworth, M. P. for Coventry, who 
found it expedient to profess popular principles to obtain 
his scat; thought that to preserve it with all its advan- 
tages, a modest and moderate support of the present 


virtuous administration, with all its sacred appendages of 
spies, informers, and bioodites, might be decorous, and 


Senils a circular oa his religious friends, the following copy 
of which (rather unlucki/y as Mr. Butterworth, M. P. 

may be inclined to suppose) was sent toa gentleman whe 
appears by his answer to be a /ittle too discerning and inde. 

pendent to fall into the trap of the fox, who having lost his 
ewn tail, would recommend others to adopt the fashion of 
§0ing without them, 
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To Mr, Charles Brightley, Bungay, Suffolk. 
London. 16 May, 1 S17. 
Dear Sir,—f do not know wiether you interfere much 
in country politics if however you should feel dis posed 
to give yeur vole and interest for Mr. Wodehouse, I 
believe from all TL have heard of him, and his family, 
that you would essentially serve the public, as [ con. 
ceive he would act upon (rve constitutional principles, 
and become @ ull respects, a valuable acquisitiou to 
the House of Commons.—L am, Dear Sir, your very 
obedient servant. Josern Purrerworvn. 
What success Mr. Butterworth, the worthy M. P. of our 
sufficient representation might mee t with generally is not to 
be exactly known; but it may be readily imagined, that 
the recommendation of a supposed religious character who 
had himself been the professed friend of reform, might have 
some little influence with the good natured and confident of 
the religious world, who might not suspect that such @ man 
as Mr. Butterworth, M. P. cow/d recommend tv their notice 
any man notoriously attached {to the system, which Mr. 
Butterworth was sent into the honourable house to oppose. 
Irom Mr. Brightly, however, he received a merited reply ; 
and our readers will be gratified hy itsinsertion, It was as 
follows :— 
To Mr, Butterworth, M.P. 
Bungay, \9th of May, 1817. 

*¢ Dear Sir,—It would have given us great pleasure te 
‘¢ have complicdwith your request, had Mr. Wodehouse stood 
‘© on those principdes which brought you in for Coventry, 
‘Sand which T have always been led to consider constitu. 
** tional, Political professions, aud political virtue, I have 
‘‘ long known how to appreciate. Still, as an individual, 
‘Fit is my duty to support the man whose professed princt. 
*¢ ples L deem most consistent. If he afterwards change 
** them, to serve his own interest, it is not my fault. ‘The 
‘ disgrace rests only upon himself. I am, Sir, your’s ebee 
** diently, ‘¢Croarves Brieutiy.”’ 

This lesson Mr. Butterworth, M. P. may soon forget; 
but the electors of Coventry ought to read him another, at 
the next election, which may teach him that it is quite dis- 
graceful enough ‘to change the opinions upon which he 
claimed their votes, and advocate a system which he was 
elected to ende avour to reform—without endeavouring to 
strengthen a bad cause by his religious recommendation 
to return another to assist him to thwart the views, and 
disappoint the hopes of his electors—and may every elector 
attend to his dw/y with as much discrimination, and dis- 
charge it with as much fidelity as Mr. Brightly. 

fi may be anticipated, that the next election, come wher 
it may, will be fatal to all the tools of the ministry who are 
within the reach of the voice of the people. It isto be 
lamented that the voice of the people can reach so few. If 
that. voice were to he reiterated in the House of Commons, 
by the real representatives of the people, the system of 
espionage, suspended law, and excessive taxation, would 
instantly fall. ‘The public voice is now embodied against 
all abuses. Wherever the public voice can be heard, it 
pronounces an eternal hostility to the system that has en. 
tailed so much misery upon the realm, and calls aloud for 
its abolition. And where it can be effectually raised, every 
hireling recedes frog its sentence, and endcayours to cos 
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sole timself by his emoluments for his weight of disgrace. 
Tacshi by the best of masters, although often the most se- 
vere, EXPERIENCS, every man not wilfully blind, or na- 
turally stupid, sees and fcels the misery aud deg radation 
which has been entailed on an unsus;ectiog and greasl g 
Ceived people. ‘The mists have vanished—the sun of rea 
son flushes the rays of resi-tless trath—the spcoar of (ital 
has tuuched the dewon of corruption, anc je starts up a all 
the gigantic deformiiy of his nature, Wiscre that corruption 
cai be epenly met by the peopl, it mast now fall. And 
where it would hide iise/f behind the entrenchmcuts 
which it has thrown up before the laws, it must be 
paticnily but persevesingly attacked. Let those who 
can defeat the ams of the oligarchy, look to the 
meaus of a successful struggle at the open elections, For 
once, and for such a cause as the redempion of thecountry, 
let even the seller of his vote pause before he receives the 
accursed gold, and reflect, that he will obtain fe tiin.s as 
much as the richest and most profuse buyer eoudd give him 
Jor it, if in the reduction of that excessive farcation, whicir 
alone renders it apparently expedient, to sell his country, 
to relieve his wanis! let this consideration preva'‘l in ail 
those boroughs where the people form the majority, and 
then, with the general attack which will be made @a fre 
house itself upon the borough usurpes>, a general issue to 
the real benefit of the country may be confidently expected 
‘The cause of freedom never can be despciaic. ‘The deter- 
mined advocaie of his wndoubled rights must ultimately 
obtain them, The snow might as well be expected to re- 
sist the power of the sun-beam, as the icy fetters bound 
round our limbs by the sons and daughters of corruption, 
to encounter the piercing glance of enquiring liberty, with. 
out dissolving, and leaving the current of freedom to 
waader through and renovate a fainting world. 

Note.— Petitions addressed to the House of Commons should be thus 


inscribed.—‘* The Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland in parliament assembled. 
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Frem the Black D 





SLAVES — DIFFERENT 
Ristics, &C, 

TO me, the enlightened European of all contemptible 
animals is the most contemptible. A fool may be pardoned 
his errors. le may charge them upon nature, or his stars, 
and make a plausible excuse; but a coxcomb is a fool o f his 
own making ; and whether in manne rs, politics, or religion, 
deserves the ridicule and contempt of all around him. The 


‘D THE LAND OF ORDERS— 


CHARACTE 


ENGLAN 


Europeans, exlightencd as they are, are ouly suftliciently 
sv to know their duties, without a spark of resolution or 
fMonesty to perform them, They talk of freedom and li. 


berty, While they jingle their chains atevery step they take, 
notwithstanding the pains they en.ploy to hide them from the 
view of a stranger, When detected in an apparent thral- 
dom, they talk like lunatics—say that restraint is neces. 
sary for them;—that itis for their own good, they sub. 
mit to it;—and that they are as free and as happy as 
they wish to be; while, at the very; moment they are 
writhing under tortures as severe as the Bramins whe vo. 
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luntarily pierce themselves with nails in order to p case a 
God of mercy and benevolence, ‘bhe only difference ne. 
tween an turepean and 4 Japaaese is that the tette rs 
Gf th: one are forced upon ere and the other asserts tuat 


tv@, 


he ars them of ais owe e.witl, ‘That so paipable a 
heisehog woud gua any eh thou wilt be surprised ;— 
P he Suet is ceriain "heave are Knuglishmen, even 
Wwuglis' mer vo are proud of b-tvg siacses! acspicaile 
i svaves 5- aid who eooucn 9 the cyrauayv that condescends 
ise the:a as i. rvike iools, Thus, sume ex nturies 
sinsccs WOuld iave cen devmed a frisehood too votorions 
tooouu. betiefy;--bnt itis of proseuc a common aphorism, 
ana covery man cans ahondred of tese court pick. 

“Giamks out of co uist oF © very limited acquaintance. 
1 do vol inecieJe in catalogue of these professional 





slaves, the arm,, the navy, the a) the lawyers, the 
| ministers, or the tax-caters, ‘These men may plead 
slavery as their proper avocafion in all countries. They 


were buru tu be s!aves, and fitted by providence with heads 
adapted to their condiuon. The army, a polite assemblige 
of wellediscipiined vassals, are only kuown zs men by their 
external appearance. They have no will, no agency of 
their own. Vhey follow the orders of an officer, whether 
adecrepid general, or a boyish ensign, a fuol, or a kunaye, 
or both, with implicit reverence, ‘The ca¢ is Known to be 
near, and the drave English soldier knows that he will he 
lashed and lacerated into any obedience that may be re. 
quired of him by his supertors., Soldiers are therefore not 
only slaves, professional slayes, but slaves who huve en. 
gaged never to think, act, or speak for themselves, upon 
ayy condition, or at any time; and further they have en. 
gaged to commit any atrocity, however horric 1, at the com. 
mand of an oficer, who has himself made a similar engage. 
nert to act as the mere executor of the will of any tyrant, 
whom chauce or usurpation may have placed over him, 
Soldiers, therefore, are only state-bruisers, who engage to 
kill, or be killed, fora sum not suflicient tu prevent starva. 
tion, but that they are occasionally allowed the privilege 
of caxing (not stealing) any little commodity of which 
they may stand in need, and the citizens are obliged occa. 
sionally also to provide them at acheaper rate with neces. 
saries, than they can afford. The navy is nearly in the 
same predicament with the army; with this additional 
grievance, that whereas the soldier may console himself 
that he has voluntarily surrendered all the privileges of a 
man, the poor sailor is snatched forcibly from his family, 
and compelled by the lash to serve a cause which he has so 
much reason ta detest. ‘The condition of both is, however, 
nearly the same. ‘The dash, the lash, is the grand military 
and naval argament: and it is equally suspe nied over e very 
link in the ¢ 2 tin of forcible usurpation of unjust and impro. 
per command, 

The four other gradations of necessary slaves, viz. the 
well-bencheced Bonzes, the court lawyers, the ministers, 
and the tax-eaters, have better reason to be satisfied with 
their lof. Vo be sure they are as despicable as meu can 
be, but then they are very well paid for being despicable ; 
and have the cousolation of knowing that they live inti. 
nitely better than any of those who despi ise them, Slaves 
they must be to the ** existing system :"? but they live upoR 
the tem: and very few of them indcod eould obtain 4 
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it 1 ' if, 


living by any other means, So they weigh their con. { the bread of others without working for it or deserving 


sciences Willa their interosts, and keep the ‘alance even 
AS for sett, worth, oe mitegiity, tiey Pare not tro cbled 
with any to ‘hres info tae consid. ration, and are per. 
fecti easy apon those <« ii di i fears and hesitations that 


4 


render Soule men wedasy even in the midst of the apparent 


moans of eh oy meat. Pho well-beneficed bons 3 receive 
las? SUNIS fue Se Cine Obie! people i? ray for ue rest of 
the »copie ; and the return they make for their advantases, 
isto recommend the  sople to be satisficd and happy; that 
acrust wil confent is better than arich banquet without 
it ;--thus clearly proving Chat those who are left but @ crust 


are hap pier than they the rich bonzes, with all their store ; 
that ts. if the poor will be content :—for that ihe bonze 
can never be, while his patrons have any thing furthe. to 
give, Which he can obtain by his sycuphancy, servility, 
and toad-eating dispesition, to advocate any thing for per. 
sonal aggraudisem: nt, or the accumulation of riche S. 

The Court lawyer is a spanicl of another kind, though of 
the same de cription. His god is self-seif only. He sees 
nothings but his own advantage in pers} sectives he hears 
nothing, but the call froin one lucrative situation to another, 
The minister of the day is tlie oracle of his hopes. His eyes 
always turn to the rising Inminar y of politic.) power, Hav. 
ing vo pr inctptes, he is at leisure to adopt or to persecute 
any that may be point ed out to him. With these qualifica. 
tions, and a sovereign contempt * for the ordinary people,” 
who du nothing for him ff feed his insoleace, he is titted 
for the career that he is intended to run. Lie is harnessed 
to the car of power, and he carries the sevthe of perverted 
lawin his hand to mow down all the oppos sition that honesty 
or integrity might accidentally throw in his way. Heisa 
slave, a very slave ; but he gains enough Dy his servility to 
render his fetters easy in an eye of venality and crime ; 
atl what virtue may exist Can never raise itself unto suf- 
ficient importance to mect prosperous vice in its career, aud 
biast it with the frown of indiguation, 

The ministers are not indeed the slaves of power, They 
hold revalty itself in riage and bind the British spirit’ to 
their yoke. ‘The eagle that towered to the skics, is acta. 
morp hosed into a lame-winged goose thatidly cackles at the 
passer by, and waits until its neck is twisted, and its phic hed 
and roasted “body is sent up to grace its ‘eeker” s table, 
The British lion, strack by the wand of ministerial autho. 
tity, is transformed into a snarling and yelping cur, that 
only baits the heels of the administration as th rey Spurn hiin 
ftom the threshold of his battered den, ‘The ministe rs, my 
friend, are the grand masters of the realm. ‘Their nod is 
lao; their frown is condenmation. Justice recedes before 
them, and honour lies prostrate at their fect. Yet they are 
Slaves ;—the worst of slaves s—slaves toa passion that can 
never be gratified, aud that exists only in the ruiu of all the 
rest, Too avaricions to leave the emoluments, although 
Aware that they are incompetent to the duties of athe. they 
cling to their ‘places with the sordid voracity of le ech $3 
and holding every generous feeling in their chains, and 
hating @ Very Magnanimous sentiment, they are themselves as 
Miserable as the +y have rendered the remainder of the nation, 

The tribe of taxce ating slaves is aumcrous and *lusfrious, 

t reaches from the highe st almost to the lowest. Men of 
all gradations ¢ compose this body ; which is content to cat } 





Slavery to this class is however its congenial element. lt 
could not exist without it. Mean, worthless, and imbecile, 
they were only born like dienes to eat the houey gathere d 
in the hive.  t.iving like surly lap-dogs npon dainties cons 
stantly p ‘enared for them, they think th: y discharge on 
their duties to society by condesce nding to enjoy themselvs 
ai the expence of others. This class may be cas ify dismisse , 
from consideration, ‘Though worthless and mean, they ace 
impotent and contemptible ; althongh not quite so contemp. 
tible as those, who, to support them in indulence will tame. 
ly subinit to privations as severe, as the luxuries they aitord 
tv others is extreme. 

These are the licenced slaves of society: those who 
make a trade of siavery, and follow it with a very commen. 
Gable industry. Although there can be no justification for 
the déshones/y of such a mode of life; there is certainly 
some apology for the parties in the advantages they derive 
from the prosecution of their laudable endeavours to obtain 
the property cf others, 

All these people have some plea for their servility. In 
one sense, they are not quzle fools ; although, by the bye, 
it is not very rational, or very characteristic of a wise man 
to seek after that which being dishonest/y obtained, can 
only bring with it a degree of odium that common delicacy 
would wish to avoid ; and which, after all, is but purchasing 
the momentary advantage of afew to the lasting injury of 
their descendants. Presert interest is, however, a power- 
ful motive ; and very few can be expected to put it entirely 
out of their consideration, But while we partially absolve 
these ¢rferested slaves from the guilt of ruining theircoun- 
try, what shall we sav of those who are slaves against even 
their temporal or present instraments—who pay large sums 
of moncy for the privilege of being slaves—who sacrifice 
their reason for the prévilege of being slaves !--who mort- 
gage even their children’s happiness for the prévilege, the 
high and important privilege of being slaves to men who 
are equally despised and hated :— 

Who would not laugh if such a race there be, 
Who but must weep such Englishmeu to see? 

And yet this is the case with numbers in England. who 
boast that they are chained to the whecls that must crush 
their offspring to the dust, if they should be spared them 
selves through life to drag on the ponderous machine of 
despotism. Like losing and desperate gamesters, a great 
number of the present race of Enelishnen, becanse they 
have already fost much, madly stake all; and that against 
sharpers Whom no man ever expected to play fairly. or to 
pay honestly, There is something |: ae ably chracteristic 

in the obstinacy that will not receds although it is evideut 
ruin to advance, Are the tahabitants of this island invely- 
edin the current of a whirlpool, from which they cannot 
escape? are they bound hand and foot and thrown into the 
dungeons of despair? If they are not, how can they with 
so tiuch indiflercnce see class after class, individual after 
individual, sink into irremediable distress, as waves break 
over cach other on the shore, and vo trace is left of the 
billow that bursts but the momentary foam that seems to 
weep at its dissolution, There is no longer here a comiru. 
nity of interests. It is no longer socécty composed of 
men mutually assisting and assisted: itis a forest of houses 
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in which cach man has a seperate den which he secks to fill 
from the stores of his neighbour. Instead of benefiting so- 
ciety, prey upon cach other to feed the bonze, the ministers, 
the Jawycrs, and the sinecurists who prey upon all the rest. 
The pudlic should make at least common cause with the 
public. ‘The bonzes herd together, but they do not prey 
upon bouzes :—the ministers do not live upon one another : 
—there is a kindness of nature among them, that ‘renders 
each as careful of the interests of his fréend as of himself. 
There is no disagreement between Castles and Castlereagh ; 
between Oliver and Canning ; between Reynolds and Lord 
Sidmouth; between the Scotch Advocate and the religious 
Mr. Vansittart: all these agree to —— only the public; 
and they find a plentiful and pleasant harvest. The law- 
yers too, never think of having lawyers for clients, They 
look among the public too, and throw their nets for flat-fish 
with astonishing success. See how pleasantly they agree to 
differ: —they have no animosity between them ; and if they 
officially call their learned friends either thieves or liars or 
both: why there is no harm meant. ‘They ave not fools 
enough to cut each others throats in carnest, however well 
paid for it; although nations, (that is, the silly part of any 
nation) are always ready to injure themselves at the com. 
mand of their rulers. 

When the community of interests between those who go. 
vern and those who are governed is lost, it is the duty of 
every party to secure its own interest, OF this political 
aphorism, all governors are perfectly aware; and they 
practice their parts with considerable felicity : their suc. 
cess, however, depends upon the indolence and apathy of the 
reople, who will bear patiently their fetters until they be. 
come too heavy to be supported, Should a nation constantly 
attend to its welfare, ministers and monarchs would never 
be able to cammit crimes for which they deserve punishment, 
It is therefore questionable whether a people possess the right 
of inflicting any penalty upon men wha have been permitted 
to deceive and injure them; but there can be no question 
about the right of the people to obtain ** security for the 
Suture,” if they even surrender the point of 6* zndemnity 
for the past,” 

Thy well-wisher, 
The Brack Dwanr. 


—— oe 


MODE OF ADAPTING Mr. OWEN’S PLAN TO THE 
EXIGENCIES OF THE TIMES. 
Cheapside, August 28, 1817, 


———— 
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Sir, 

The reformers and Mr. Owen having differed in some points respect- 
ing his benign speculations to meliorate the future condition of the poor, 
is no sound reason for them and that gentleman cherishing animosities 
againsteach other, asthe ultimate object, in some essentials, of both 
their plans, is nearly the same. A person who hasalready done so much 

oad, on a limited scale, among his ewn work people and dependents, 
as undoubtedly well qualified to furnish all parties with exceilent hints 
for the general benefit of mankind, in every country, for ages yet to 
come. Thon: b the respectable Spencean philosopher has branded us, 
in common with our politieal opponents, as lunatics, in an ill regulated 
asylum, letusat least be wise enough not to rectiminate by such silly 
epithets as infidel, deist, alheist; with which several of the social order 
ererwo have alrealy stigmatized a man, whose shoe-latches, on the score 
gy real charity, they are unworthy to tie, and who may yet live to see the 

Ay, When those he deems at present enemies to his benevolent principles, 
wilt prove his best and on/y friends, or vice versa. Every work written 
expresély to promote the happiness of the human race, whatever objec- 
tions may arise to the mode or means of accomplishing so desireable an 
ebjeot, sheuld be reeeived with gratitude, and treated in the most 
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candid, if not gentle manners because the writer, if wrong, only de- 
monstrates, what is physically true, that the heart is inferior to the head, 
aad there are many sepient animals, which in the moral acceptation of 
the teri, want the (ower organ altogether, and feel consequently no 
more for their fellow-creatures than a slone, 

Mr. Hone, fromthe new view of society publications, has most sea- 
souably extracted several judicious remarks in his Jast number, as they 
equally supportthe reformist’s notions of the state of most nations, and 
Mr. Owen’s, who declares that every where there exists @ something ra- 
dically wrong; and Etrust Mr. H. will persevere in thus bringing before 
the public certain shining lights that ought to be no longer hidden under 
a bushel for tue information of the learned alone. The tractsalluded te 
here, were ushered in by letter and dedication to no less patronages- 
than the Regent, Archbishop, and the religious Mr. Wilbertorce, and 
have ever since enjoyed a circulation more or less limited, according to 
particular circumsianees. Now, I presume, the whole have been re- 
published with many additions, bes'des the practical lucubrations, under 
which the Press has been groasing for several weeks, at an enormous 
expences but as every good thing in politics merits repetition, as much 
as the wise maxiins of law and gospel, no reformist can be so well em- 
ployed asin successively laying before his readers such quotations from 
Owen, Caricvright, Bentham, &c. as he may-consider best calculated to 
forward reform. [tis very fortunate for the cause which you advocate, 
that the lite discussions upon the new plan have excited ap interest ia 
the public ming, which was fast sivking into that state of apathy or 
despair, so inseparable from our present condition, a3 abject slaves, un- 
wiiling and unable to hear the voice of Trath, Wisdom, Reason, Justice, 
or Liberty upon any theme, methodism excepted, connected with tem- 
poralor spirilual retormation, in any shape or form. Mr. Owen still 
perseveres in the hepe of making proselytes, and, toa certain length, 
we may wish him and his labours adequate success, because they wiil 
speedily open tee eves of many worthy individuals who never have 
dared to think or act for and from themselves; nay, FE fiatter myseli with 
seeing poor Thomas Paine in vogue once more, after sv favourite a pre- 
cursor aS Robert Qwen; the former broke the bands of civil tyranny ia 
America, and the litter is ncowin a fair way of bursting the chords of 
religious impositions asuuder throwghout the world, so tar at least as te 
secure liberty of conscience, in the most ample degree, to every rational 
being. The time bas actually ove riaken us when common sense has been 
triumphant over kingcraft in the western hemisphere, to secure one re- 
treat for the victims of despotism in Europe; which they will owe 
entirely to tue intrepid Paine; and the period may not be very distant 
that shall hold ap the undaunied Owen as the deliverer of millions trom the 
pri-stcraft, intolecance and superstition, under which the posterity of 
Adam have been wretched (9 the present day, not less suc cessfully than 
the redemption of innocent poor ola men and women from the imputation 
of witchcraft has been achieved, in the lapse of two centuries, in spite 
of a Jate legitimate Solomon's learned demono ogy, that consigned those 
unhappy objects of rel:gious persecution to the flames. The holy league 
and the merciful Owen on this head are at drawn daggers, for he has 
levelled a battering ram at the Pope, jesuits, and ingnisition, which 
veither the Spamsh bulls oor the Russian Zears can resist, though second- 
ed by all the militant cardinals of the vatican; his manly opinions, there- 
fore, should be disseminated among every class of society, from the 
rising to the setting sun, and here, indeed, he and the reformers agree to 
a hair, which no sophistry can split between them. 

Lam rejoiced to find thatthe recent collision of enlightened spirits 
at the][London Tavern has inspired evena Pone torise in the character of 
leclurer at another house of refreshment, where no doubt some usefud 
pickings may be had for all sides of the question; as this will not be the 
first instance of dry Bones being converted into very moving members of 
society, and, if we can credit certain catholic seribes, the days of miracles 
are not yetover, The more crowded Mr. Bone’s audience may be, so 
much the better for himself and the progress of knowledge, whether 
applicable to savings banks, sinking funds, or the appalling state of the 
country, and the best remedy in the double capacity of cure and pre- 
ventive. Political economy isthe order of the day, matters are in the 
fairest train of proceeding to a salutary issae, in all ifs branches, includ- 
ing, of course, the only specific at least against the recurrence of existing 
evils, however, inadequate to their instantaneous removal. The press 
has done Mr. Owen every justice, but I fear more through mercenary 
than liberal views, as some of the hirelings coolly pocketed the philan- 
thropist’s cash, and then let him know, ig pretty plain words, that “a 
fool and his money 800n part,” since it is not very credible he would re- 
ceive any from tee treasury for commencing some mortal blows at the 
altar and the throne, which no other person but himself would have es- 
saved without an ex officio caveat from the Attorney-General long ago. 

It seems the Irish are following in the footsteps of the fearless Owen, 
by printing and publishing a new edition of the Republican Champion at 
Dublin, where they are still blessed with Jury trials, even in the case of 
matcontents, almost as plentiful in Ireland as Sf. Patrick’s apples, and 
the grace of peeling arguments equally forcible, till raised from the dust 
by physical strength and moral force combined to bless their native 
land, and become, by due cultivation, a free and happy people in ta@ 
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bosom of the British empire. The spirit of reform is breathing on the 
mighty deep, and will e’er long appear visible in the remotest corners of 
the three kingdoms, provided the viginital petitions be commenced with 
vigour, snd that those who so generously opened their doors to admit 
the new lights, will not close them in the face of more ancient English 
luminarics, vot gag their leclurers and missionartes, preaching repen- 
tance and regeneration to every class of subjects in the state, from the 
fountain head to the smallest streamlets, whichplast must be impure, while 
the source continues full of pollution. 

To cares the reforming scheme so far as Mr. Owen’s, will require 
funds, Which the secret service treasurer dare not, if inclined, supply 5 
how then shall the supporters of it beable to obtain the fair hearing 
granted to him is the very difficulty which must be solved before we 
march one step farther, Decimal associations to pray wpon paper, re- 
quire no oaths, mecltings, or harangues; they can have no secrets to con- 
ceal; the litcra scrtpta speak for themselves, and put espionage and mis- 
representation at Complete defiance ; pen, paper, ink, and one hand are 
the whole of the materials wanted; these can neither fal/ treason nor 
drink drams, discussion being useless on a topic, previously made us easy 
as ABC. Inevery community fen men willsurely be found of conge- 
nial sentiments, loyal ta cach other, to their prince and to the constilu- 
tional laws of their country ; they have no other duty to fulfil but to sign 
a petition against such acts of Parliament and ministerial proceedings 
only, as they believe are contrary to Magna Charla and tie old bulwarks 
of English Liberty. Instructions, advice, exhortation, &c. are all super- 
fluous under such circumstances, one precept and example except- 
ed, namely, that every subscriber put down one penny with his name, 
tenpence is no great sum (to deposit with any individual; were it even 
double that amount, say, one shilling and eightpence, the aggregate 
fund among ftrenty petitioners; all connected}by decemary links with the 
whole chain of supplicants in a given place, Whence remittances could 
be made froin subdivisions to the head circles of every parish, until the 
whole were concentrated, successively through grander sections, ina 
general stock tor the common weal, without all the expensive parade at- 
tending such operations in saving banks for printing and other contin- 
gencies, after the outlines ofthe plan have been fairly stated as Mr. 
Owen’s proposals have been, no doubt, at hisown private cost; a sacri- 
fice, however, Which none of the radical reformers are able to make, 
nor willany thing induce a lofty class of whigs willingly to lend a help- 
ing hand to save the people frem captivity and bondage. In thcir ex- 
alted eyes the bulk of the British nagon are still villains in the leading 
sirings of feudal vassalage and servitude, unworthy of votes at elections, 
and too degencrade to be trusted with annual parliaments; no wonder 
then that such grandees among the Commons declaim against Jeremy 
Bentham’s noble wark in defence of parliamentary reform, That honest 
man and sound politician boldly declares, that democratic ascendency in 
the legislature of a free country is the only palladium of liberty, and 
much more rational than the boasted protestant ascenidency among an 
overWhelming mujerity of catholics, who, in every principle of equity, 
in these days of retrogres-ion to papal, jesuitical, and inquisitorial 
tenets should, atleast, be put ona footing of perfect equality, in civil 
privileges, with the orange-pee! minority. This indeed must prove a 
bitter pill tosome legal aspirants, and when Bentham points to BWest- 
minster or America, as prools of his own opinions being founded on pos?- 
five practice, the whole party will feel something like a dagger at the 
breast of aristocratic usurpation, which may set them a thinking and 
ulfimately perhaps converta few reasonable upright hoglic-hmen among 
the Hampden Club froma fatal error to asaving truth, before the sun 
of redemption is set for ever, and they find, when too late, that there is 


no repentance in the grave of hopelessslavery. The Lrish catholic~ have 


been so long in a species of hell Bpon earth as to make them already 
feel the pains of purgatory, whence they really have no other mode of 
elevation now left but that of real reform, which would at once place 
them as high in the scale of society, with respect to religious and civil 
restrictions, as their American brethren, who neither worry nor are 
Worrted by wolves iu sheep's cloathing, either on temporal or spiritual 
grounds. To return from this casual digression to the projected sub- 
Scripiions, L may anticipate one query from the reptiles crawling round 
Cerruption, and answer it by saying, the funds of the Liberty saving bank 
are to be expended upon free vehicles for the universal dissemination of 
the most useful works upon reform, including those of its venerable 
apostle, the late publication by Bentham, and every other writing, de- 
Claration, &c. worthy of notice, since the subject was first broached by 
Major Cartwright more than forty years ago; not forgetiing selections 
fom the high and low editorial, clerical, legal, literary, political, and 
poetical apostales, who have in one view turned ** their backs on them- 
telves,” by a disgraceful flight from Liberal to servile principles, the per- 
manent mementos of their fall ** like Lucifer, never to rise again.” ! 
ie cither money nor pains have been spared to give Owensregeneration 
Piche Sagrand exhibition, which reflects a demoralized people in most 
odious colours, but groapang under miseries insutlerable, from the gross 


mismanagement of their ralers; why not let reformation also stare every 
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now in existeuce, and to whom the whole blame exclusively belongs. 


armies, with all their train of vain pump, delusive glory, and false 
honour, whence intolerable taxation originates, isa (ask sanctioned by 
reason aud jastice, which would rapidly advance instead of retarding, 


directions. Rerorm when successtul will consiitute ** the people” the 
main and nutritive roots of the politica! system, to be respected according- 
ly; and when thus honoured iet faithful cultivators water and enrich 
the circumjacent sei] with ail Giei might aad shih; but as long as the 
moss tree Continues to look down on its humble crigin with scornful pride, 


can at best terminate, where it ovght naturally with the reformers to 
begin, at the top rather daa the bottom, until the world grow wise 
enough to perm the application of this metaphor preperty in alt its 
bearings. 


3, 


the smallest danger, Whereas at present, to purify “uing waters, Mowing 
from ao impure outlet of filth and corruption ts a hopeless, it nota most 
deletereous experimeut. VPrecipitation, fermentation, fildration and 
other processes certanly cag purify the element in question, bul why sa 
much tuilaud trouble, if every peison could drink it at once unaduile- 
rated at the common well, and therefore be uoder no necessity of 
searching for a wholesome Craught at some huge artificial reservoir, 
One isapt to suspect, that the cunning Koman who told the discoaten- 
ted citizens his notable parable of the Jelly, had a prophetic vision in 
his eye of a legal consiilution, with @ ravencus man, the sink and centre 
of things worst vile, Whereoa the coustituent members were to live, 
move and have their being. Nothing could enlighten Englishmen so 
much as unfettered agitation Of Z4e subjects mooled by Owen and Bentham, 
though neither of them can immediately feed the poor or cloth the naked 
effectually—this miracte must be performed by (ke Gedy of the earth 
alone and their satleliidea, in joint donations commen-urate with ability 
in high places, and the craving Wants of the victims sacrifised atthe 
opulent shrtue of Legitimacy, or prosperous speculations in jobs, con- 
tracts, machinery end machinations of every kind, 

Tie Reynolds, Olivers, Castles, Richmonds, and numberless crea- 
tures of the same stamp, Who first sei dhe rujians to work should disgorge 
some valuable peace efferings to thousanus sau to be siarving by a (rene 
sition from wer, Whose just claims have been heard graciously by Lord 
Camden alone. 

Apropos, without meaning any offence to Mr. Owen, he is bound in 
Vindication of a hitherto spotless name, to explain fully how and why it 
became associated with Richmond, in the strange confession, last speech 
and dying words of thaé suicide, first printed inthe Glasgow Chronicle, 
fur the most cogent reasons, which Mr. Owen will instinctively feel 5 
aud as foesin the garb of friends tiave insisted upon a categorical reply 
to particular antichristian charges against him, the reformers have not 
less right to learn from himself the nature and extent of bis connection 
witha demon, in the shape ef man, even accoriing to Richmonds owe 
statements of the transaction, which through his means and other name- 
Iess personages was within an ace of sending poor Mackinley asa ree 
fermer to his long home. The whole story ought to be probed to the 
very bottom, nnd a benevolent projector cannot be better cmployed 
thaninsuch a godlike deed as the detection aud exposure of the legitie 
mate or treacherous assassination of distresed manutacturers, since the 
allempt is equally atrocious with the actual comission of the crime, 
having been concerted and conducted under the semblance of law and 
justice, defeated at lasteven by the prudent verdict of a scottish jury 
viz, net proven; onlya middle sentence between guilty and innocent, that 
John Bull is not yet sagacious enough to adopt asa plaster or salvo fora 
disappointed prosecutors’ credited chagrin, These are memorable 
eventsin the glorious history of green-bag suspensions, which those who 
contemplate them with becoming tndignalion ought never to put behind 
the curtain, till the chief actors in the eomedy of errors be hooled through 
every shifting scene, whether it close with a tragedy ora comic farce 
of allin the wrong acted oo the world’s great stage as a warning to pos- 
terity. Should the spectators at present continue to view the denoument 
ofthe plot with indifference ; America, the only free country lefton the 
face of the globe, willrecognize a dramatic persona whose fundamental 
features indicate a divine affinity with Jacobite actors of days that are 
gone, who were the first causes of emigration to her protecting shores 
and she may well hold us up asa slavish race to the contempt of man- 
kind, for permitting the old Saxon oak of Alfred, which had partly 
survived many a Norman blast, to bend ignobly to the ground before 
the green room spawn at a sprig of shilelah, from the prostituted body of 
a Gothor Vandal,in concerttoo with certain notorious renegados from 
poor Erin, whom they had previously robbed of hee brighlest gem, How 
are the mighty fallen! their reproaches are proclaimed from the Last 





Yody in the face, with ide Pp cture so far reversed as to skew ‘‘ the powers 


te the West, and shame follows their footsteps to the remotest Islea, 


which long have been” the {rue degenerated authors of all the mischief 


To remoralise the abettors of wars, military murders, and standing 


the cureer of humanity, under Mr, Owen’s or any other philanthroph sts 


because forseoih it bears the buds blossoms, cod t.uity Tr.Owen’s cu tse 


Were dhe power of nations honesi/y concentrated in one of 
more focuses (0 augment ifs effects beneficially for the whole communtils, 
a spring and its streams Wovid prove the most appropriate comparison 5 
on the contents of which the M/ehymist might exert his talents, without 
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while Ecrope in chains, at the folly that rivets our own, laughs at pros | 
trate Englishmen with score, and tell- ev ery brave Aeart* 10 go Vin re 
true glory calls thee,” to South Columbia and there cxpiate the crimes of 
Britain onee the pride, dow the cpprobrium of freenien, 

Tt was lately announced in the Pupors, taaia Mr. Carlisle wassent to 
confinement for four months before te could be tried for an imaginary 
crime, Which the aniijacobine gang sed to commit anmolesied. and for 
Which were Toon tus jury not a hair of his head should be touched 
from ‘his evident proposition, * if Purodies have been considered inno- 
cent on one side of politics, (vey cannot be less so upon the other,’ and 
heing judge of both law and fact, I would put the gentle Shepherd at 
defiance in Carli-les case atleast. Do ministers really dream (iat per- 
secution will prevent resistance, though the history of every people ce- 
monsirites, that itis only thereby proveked to mure violent struggles, 
and often with wonderful success, as illustrated ipo all the great changes 
in civil and religious policy, which England has experienced, for sume 
centuries past, when politics, as a science, were like the Bible too sacred 
for the inspection or comprehension ot the velgar. A third Revolution 
or Reformation therefor’. is noi so Aideous a monster as the Legitimate 
tyranny now upon the anvi/of the Holy Aliiance, rouud which the devil 
the Pope, and preten‘ers trom the inquisition aud college of jesuits are 
all busy with the bellows furnace and sledge hammers, and protestants 
are furnishing the coals! When every particular concerning reform, 
with the mode of election, ballot, nomination, &¢. has been laid as com- 
pletely in detail before the public as Mr. Owen's plans. boih must stand 
upon their on merils or fall with the weight of inherent defects, and if the 
Government are not more afraid of the truth coming out by di-cussing 
the reformists than the Spencean crecd, of Course they will not interfere 
prematurely, but leave the nation to choose the best and safest road to 
sound health, prosperity, and happiness, or the most constitutional 
manuer, through the medium of parliaments properly composed. Suppose 
this la-t gasp of liberty be stifled, why then indeed, the alternatives are 
desperate beyond coue pion, and the self denial system is the only one 
fit for chrisiucn adoption, Mr, Qwen’s meetings conjured up various 
nostrnms, and, among the rest, an ample supply from a Dr. Walker’s 
laboratory, who is one of the respectable sect, termed among themselves 
Sriends, but of the whole, | prefer the good doctor’s admirable advice, 
viz. temperance in eating and drinking for every afficted patient. 

Spirits, fermented liquors, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Tohacco, Spices, and 
luxuries of all sorts are Jess essential to man asa reasonable being than 
freedom, however dear to himinthe quality of a mere animal, whose 
mind, if it has aay, must generally continue subservient to brutal appe- 
tites only, though instances daily occur, when beasts even prefer death 
to life in captivity by a sullen abstinence from food. This species of 
heroism would be carrving the joke rather too far among men, though 
they surely might abs:ain irom superfluities in so good a cause as the 
recovery of a lost constitution, following the prescription of Dr. Walker, 
and the brilliant examples of the great rejectors of pies and pastry for 
keeping down the price of flour, when it was a scarce article. Such 
economy in snuff, &c. would produce plenty ofreformatiogn pence, and 


bring the proper/y tax men to their senses ; but of this erpedient and } 


other matters inmy next. Amicus. 


To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


Mr. Epiror, 


Adieu .yours, 





I am a person entirely unconnected with government, 
but being animated by a deep rooted and ardent hatred of Jacobinism, 
I have made it my business to watch the correspondence of certain 
disaffected characters; and in the course of my surveillance have made 
some very interesting discoveries. LI shall occasionally send vou adetter 
taken at random from a Green Bag collection which I am making, not 
doubting of your co-operating zeal for the extermination of * all sedi- 
tion, privy Conspiracy, and rebellion,” which will necessarily induce 
you to hold up such peruicious documents as the following to the exe- 
cration of the loyal and peaceable inhabitants of this highly-favoured 
Jand, I am, Sir, 

Your buminble Servant, 
PLTER PRY. 


—s 


Stepney, Aug. 18th, 


GREEN BAG CORP ESPONDENCE, 
No. I. 
From a Potatoe to a Sirtoin of Beef. 


Dear Sirtoin, | 
(For spite of the fashion and state 


Which has kept you from all your old comrades of late 
You are still dear to us,) L have taken my peo 

To implore you to vi it our hovels again. 

What conduct ef ours can have made you desert us 

We cannot conceive, but indeed it has hurt us, 

To find your affection so seemingly small 

That you never come near your old neighbours at all, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


| 





There's poor Mr. Feeman, who always was able 


} 





(~ 
Pa 
i? 


To plice you at leastonce a week st bis teb'e, 
Complains that a great many menth: are gone past 
Since your comely browo eeu: tenarer Eree.¢ 1 iin last ; 
And honest Sam Sirawyard whose tar dable peace 
Was tosee you a: Crrisimis with me by your side, 
Anda jug of October tu heighten bis joy, 
When his cousins and aunts came to ehriten the boy; 
Exclaims iv despair he has nothing to cheer him, | 
Neither you, nor Octuber, nor cousins come wear him! 
Yet your goodness of heart isto us too well known 
To allow us to think that the tauicis your oun, 
We know that when knighted by merry King James, 
In one of that potentate’s frolicksome sames, 
No semblance of pride or anbition you wore, 
But called at our cottages just.as before. 
Now F.R.S. only does Sirloin appear, 
And Murphy retiects on the change with a tear. 
Bad company ruins the best, and we see 
Your Aigh friends have kept you trom Sfrawyard and me ; 
But we'll have you again, [ pronounce witht aiiauce 
In spite of the gags, and the Aoly alliance ! 
These thoughts of bad company made me proceed 
T’other day to the park with all possible speed, 
To enquire of the Prince in his carriage of siate 
Whether Ae had detain’d you or seen you of late, 
But can you believe it—the horrid suspicion! 
I was taken to Bow Street and charg’d with sedition 
** Oh! ho!’’ quoth his worship, ** oly Jacubin spark, 
So it seems you presuin’d to appear in the park ? 
And what could tnduce such a rough-coated elf 
To go there, ifit was not to speak for himself ?”” 
His worship was right, but, between you and I, 
They wanted a witness, and Cazi/es the spy 
Was so busy about a Ll. ck job tor Lord C.... 
That he could’nt be spar. d to appear against me: 
And you know without management actions may fail— 
So they set me at large on my personal bail, 
I'd a strong invitation my Visage to shew 
At a Spitalfields soup party some time ago ; 
My brothers and sisters were all to go too, 
So I thought I should surely see something of you ; 
Alas! I did not, but, as if to confound me, 
The bones of your ancestors rattled around me! 
Till being quite terrified into a fever 
I was given in charge to a famishing weaver, 
Who said I might go and bed - —d without you; 
Then out of doors kick’d me without more ado. 
Sinde then I've to Glasgow and Huddersfield steer’d, 
And at Leeds and at Manchester often appeared, 
Enguiring of all the poor devils I met, 
Whether any bad seen their friend Sirloin of late? 
** Oh no,” was the answer, ** we work late and early 
‘© For him and his friends, and we love him most dearly, 
** Bot it seems about us that he cares not a lou e — 
© You'll find him, mayhap, at the parsonage house.” 
Ive heard, ny dear Sirloin, that good Mr. Owen, 
Who says he possesses some secrets worth knowing, 
Ts about to persuade you to see us again ; 
But tell him from Strawyard and me plump aod plain, 
That though we so love you we think we could eat you, 
We'll never go into his barracks to meet you. 
If you like just to come in the old fa-hioned mood 
To the cottage of industry, all welland good ; 
Sam says if you won’/, why he'll stick like a Cato, 
To Freedom, a crust, and 
Your Fried. 


oo 


A PoTATOF. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr. Inskip shall be attended to shortly. 

The * petition,” unsigned, will be introduced the first convenient 
opportunity. 

We intended to say last week that Mr. Bales, ct present, is too 
insignificant for tucther notice. 

A great variety of correspoadence is unavoidably postponed. 
*“ Poltaire,” 1s at present inadmissible. 

Ennsta—Col. 491, for common cement, read commencement. Col. 
498, for exturpate, read exrterpate. 
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